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ADMIRAL PORTER 7
IDS HIS LIFE CRUISE.

/
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Death of the Distinguished Naval
Commander at His Home
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HIS LONG ILLNESS TERMINATED.
j

r Brilliant Career Recalling the Early
Days of the History of

the Republic.

OUR TRIUMPHS ON THE SEA.

The Funeral To Be Held with the Highest
Naval Honors on Tuesday

at Two P. M.
(

BURIAL AT ARLINGTON.

[by telegraph to the herald.j
Herald Bureau, )Corker Fifteenth and g Streets, N. W., \

Washington. Feb. 13, 1831. )
After a long and tedious illness, with clays and

weeks when hope and discouragement .followed in
rapid succession, when a mind capable of grasping
the greatest problems had succumbed to the
ravages or disease ana was cuuaed to all thinss
earthly, Admiral Porter, Commander-in-Chief of the
United States Nary, passed to his eternal account.
The disease that to-day cut off sharp and suddenlythe feeble thread of life had shown itself

for five years. All through last spring and summer
Admiral Porter was an invalid. Since returning to
this oity last September his death has been almost

ADMIRAL PORTER'S FLAGSHIP BLACKHAWK..1863.
momentarily expected, particularly for the last two
months, when he ceased to take nourishment exceptin small quantities. For months he has had
no realization of what was going on about him.
His mind wandered almost continually and he took
little heed of tho presence or absence even of his
family. Yet his greatest pleasure, so far as his enfoebleijstrength could express it, was to have
either his wife or one of his children near him.
For these long, weary months Mrs. Porter had
rarely left his room except to take her needed rest,
and her vigils have been shared by her sons and her
married daughters.

THE LAST HOURS.
Admiral Porter's last night on earth was speut

propped up on a cushioned sofa. Mr. llichard Porter,his youngest son, 6taved beside him, and the
hours passed as thoso of many other nights and
days, the patient being in a semi-conscious conditionand breathing heavily. When the daylight
came the nurse roused the Admiral enough
to give him some nourisbment. Bo scarcely
stirred again until about eight o'clock, whon
a greater pallor overspread his features, tbe
action of the heart became less regular
and his son felt that the end had come. He hastily
summoned all the family, and they had scarcely
reached the room when death had ended the career

of the great naval hero. Dr. "Wales, who had at*
tended him for years, arrived but a few minutes
aftor death had occurred. To satisfy the family
he tried every known expedient to restore life, but
soon saw his efforts were unavailing.
Admiral Porter's disease was fatty degeneration

of the heart, a malady from which there is no

known escape. Twelve years ago the Admiral had
severe trouble with his stomach ana bowels, from
which he emerged in a considerably weakened condition,with his tissues impaired and otherwise
prepared for the encroachments of the terrible
malady that later on seized him in its relentless
clutches.
The funeral will be held at two P. M. on Tuesday

with the highest military honors. The interment
will tike place at Arlington in a lot selected by the
Admiral about a year ago. Ho drove over there
with one of his sons, and pointing out the lot
corresponding to that occupied by the remains of
General Sheridan on the north side of the centre
pathway leading from the mansion down the east
terrace, lie remarked:."Drlvo a stake there, for
there is where my body shall rest."
Tbo honorary pallbearers will be.Vice President

31 orton. General Scholield, Sendators Henderson,
JlcPherson and Hawlep. Representative Boutelle,
Rear Admirals Rogers, Almy, Howell, Crosby and
Stevons, and Governor Pattison, of Pennysylvania.

A MESSAGE TO CONGRESS.
The President was informed of Admiral Porter's

death bv an orderly and sent a feeling message of
symp athy to the family. Ho subsequently sent a
message to Congress notifying that body of the
death, and in the afternoon issued an executive
order closing the exeoutive departments on the jday of the funeral and directing that the flags on
all public buildings be placed at half mast on that
occasion.

A GREAT COMMANDER.
HIS LIFE ALMOST CONTEMPORANEOUS WITH THE

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE COUNTRY.
Admiral David Dixon Porter was born at Cheater,

Pa., June 8, 1813. Ho came of notable ancestors, as

the following sketch of the origin of the Porter
family will show:.
In the State of Delaware, near Glasgow, a Baltimoresea captain, before the Revolutionary War,

bought a farm. His wife was about to be confined
at a certain time, and knowing that her husband
was to come into the port of Boston with his ship,
ehe hastened thither, and David Porter was born
in Boston, though of Middle State origin. It is
said that the original name of the Portors in Irelandwas McElwee, but that one of them became a

rigiu ruiituu, ttnu >vu« uaimu jjuorjioeper, on accountof liis protestation that be would rather be a

doorkeeper in the house of God than the subject
of a king. From Doorkeeper, according to the
legend, the name was turned to Porter.
The young Porter who had been born in
Boston during the Revolution entered our

navy during the administration of John
Adams, and incidentally saw battle service
against the French. He soon became distinguished,
particularly in the war with Tripoli and in 1812.
In 1824 Porter "bulldozed" the authorities on the
Spanish island of Porto Rico, and our government
had to suspend him for six months. He then enteredthe naval service of Mexico at a salary of
$25,000 a year, and remained there five years, when
President Jackson appointed him Minister to Constantinople,whore lie died in 1843, and is burled
in the grounds of the Naval Asylum at Philadelphia.Captain Porter.that being his rank.marriedat Chester, Pa. His wife was Evelina, a daughterof William Anderson, a Revolutionary major.
She died in 1871, at the age of eighty.

NOTABLE ANCESTORS.

Tho children of David and Evelina Porter were

Commodore William D. Porter, who died from
woands received at tho capture of Fort Henry;
DAvid D. Porter, the subject of this sketch,
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Admiral, who was appointed a midshipman in
182'J; Theodore Porter, lieutenant in the Mexican
V»'ar, who was killed near the battlefield of Palo
Alto in TSIG; Hamilton Porter, lieuteuant in the

navy, who died of yellow fever in 1844; Henry
Ogden Porter, midshipman in the navy iu 1840, a

lieutenant in the Marino Corps and the executive
officer of the llatteras when the orivatoer Alabama
captured her; Hamilton died in lii'i'i. There were
two daughters in the family. '1 he eldest, Evelina,
married her cousin, Harris Heap, United i- tatws
Consul at Tunis, and died, leaving four children.
The other, Imogene, married a Jlr. Harris.
During the Revolutionary War the ffi-ftndfftther

and granduncle of the late Admiral Porter wete In
the infant navy of tho country. SaiuUel was taken
by the British and made a prisoner on the Jersey
prison ship, whore he was soon joined by his
brother David, f-aliiuel died ou the ship, i avid
escaped by the aid of a water cask aud the help of
some British sailors. At the close of the war he
turned up at the town of Bait more, where Jae
figured jn several institutions for the help of sea-
men. There were two sons of David Porter, named
David aud John, both naval officers in 1812. The
mansion of Admiral Porter's father stands on the
brir k of the Delaware at Chester, and is ft refined
looking old place, but is almost deserted. Al>out
the time of the birth of his Soil, Commodore David
Porter was winning imperishable laurels in the
victorious Essex for himself and for his
Yankee tars by the stubborn contest with proud
Britain's seamen for sailors' rights on the high
seas. David D. Porter was a student in Columbia
College, Washington, D. C., and in 1821 sailed with
his father in the John Adams to suppress piraoy in
the West Indies. On tho termination Of this cruise
he accompanied his cousin, Captain David H. Porter,
in the Guerrero, which sailed from Vera Cruz in
1827 and eugaged with a Spanish frigate, La Lealtad,
Captain Porter being killed in the action.
Receiving a commission as midshipman February

2, 182S), young Porter was assigned to the Constitution,and served two years in the Mediterranean
squadron under Commodore Biddle, and later on
the same station in the United States under CommodorePatterson. He was promoted t*> passed
midshipman in 1835 and assigned to special service
in coast and river surveys till 1841, when he becamo
a lieutenant. He was ordered to the frigate Congress,and served in her four years in tho Brazilian
squadron. In 1845 he was called for duty at the
observatory in Washington.

IN THE MEXICAN WAR.
He left this position for service in the Mexican

war with the mosquito fleet, under Commander
Tatnall, and after performing some gallant deeds,
including his share in tho capture of Vera Cruz, he
was placed in charge of the naval rendezvous at
New Orleans. His next sphere of duty was as commanderof the Petrel in the coast survey expedition
of 1847.
In February, 1849, Lieutenant Porter left this city

as commander of the Panama, the third of the
then newly established line of Pacific Mail steamers.
The pioneer passage of this vessel was an exceedinglydangerous one, but it established Lieutenant
Porter's reputation as a good naval officer. Alter

taking the steamer safely into Panama he was orderedto the command of the mail steamer Georgia,
and was commander from 185'J to nearly the end of
1853. He was next, in 1855, placed in command of
the storeship Supply, from which vessel he was detachedin February, 1857, for special service on
shore.

IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION.
On the 1st of January, 1800, he was third in commandof the Navy Yard at Portsmouth, N. H., and

at the beginning of 1861 was promoted to the rank
of commander in the navy and was placed in commandof the steam sloop-ot'-war Powhatan, eleven
guns, one of the vessels of the Gulf blockading
squadron, from which he Was detached about the
beginning of 1802, to tako command of the mortar
fUet. During the Mississippi naval campaign of
March, April and May, 1862, he was actively engagedin tbe reduction of the forts below New Orleans.After tbe capture of that city his fleet proceededup the Mississippi River and was engaged
in several affairs, including tha attack and naval
siege of Vicksborg, which siege was raised July 22,
1802.
The reduction of Forts Jackson and St. Philip,

which were the real defences of New Orleans, was
principally accomplished by Porter's "mortar
schooners," some war engines of his own designing
and of which he was very proud. The comparativelyshort range of the heavy guns of that day
made it necessary for war vessels carrying them to
be close enough to tho works to be fair marks for
the enemy's artillery. Besides, no ships carried
guns of calibre larger than 11-inch, whereas
the government had plenty of mortars of 15inchcalibre. But how could such mortars be
mounted in a country where all the ground within
range was swampy? Were platforms made their
"range" could soon be ascertained and some one
of a dozen shots would tht-n dispose of mortar,
platform and all. Porter solved the problem by
getting a lot of coasting schooners of about a hundredtons each, building a stout platform of timber
amidships of each and mounting on each platforma 15-lnch mortar. These were towed
at night, within easy range of the forts,
and tied or anchored near tbe river bank. All
"top hamper" that could be disposed of was "sent
down," and to the remaining rigging was laBhed
portions cf the young cottonwoods, which was
the prevailing foliage of the vicinity. As there
were twenty rr n re o" these mortar boats, and
no two lay together or fired at the same time, the
cleverest Of the Confederates were mystified. They
never knew just how to aim to hit their unseen
enemy, so although an occasional shell was fired
at random life on a mortar boat was quite as safe
as life on Broadway, although two or three times
an hour each mortar dropped a 15-incli shell
into the works, and worked great destruction.
Each mortar got the range during the first few
shots, the signal officers of tbe navy having looked
after the eettine of correct aim. and the final and
successful parage of the torts by the fleet was
largely due to the destruction previously done by
Porter's mortar boats.
He assisted Farra^ut in all the latter'a operationsbetween New Orleans and Vicksburg, where

he effectively bombarded the forts and enabled the
fleet to pass in safety. Informing the Secretary of
the Navy of the surrender of Vicksburg Admiral
Porter wrote:."The navy has necessarily performeda less conspicuous Dart in the capture of
Vicksburg than the army; still it has been emON

BOAIID A MOHTAIl SCHOONER.

ployed in a manner highly creditable to all confiArnAfl.Thf> cmnhnAt* Iirva Iioati oonsjtn.nt.lv holnw

Vicksburg in shelling the works and with success
co-operating heartily with the left wing of tho
army. The mortar boats haro been at work for
forty-two days without intermission, throwing
shells into all parts of the city, even reaching the
works in the rear of Vicksburg and in front of our
troops, a distance of three miles. Though the
rebels on several occasions built batteries and with
a largo force attempted to sink or capture the
transports, they never succeeded, but were defeatedby the gunboats with severe loss on all occasions."

Admiral l>orter was nevor so busy that he could
not devise a joke, and during the attempt of the
navy to run the Vicksburg batteries he played a
little trick that caused the Confederacy to expend
about 4100,000 worth of ammunition and to destroy
some good fighting material. One day he devised
a bogus ram, and it took but a little time to build
it and set it afloat. On an enormous scow was
erected 8. superstructure that resembled a terrible
ironclad. With boards and fcnco rails was made
an imitation of an ironclad casemate gunboat;
"Quaker ' guns protruded from the ports, and the
chimne>e, built of pork barrels, looked as if they
were maud to last till tho crack of doom. Right
under the chimneys was made a hearth of earth,
on which was built fires of fuel which would
make the blackest of smoke. The fires were
lighted, and this bugaboo, without engines,
gun or crew, was set adrift one morning
from a place a few miles above Vicksburg.
Vicksburg itself is in a covo ojjposite the extremity
of a narrow point several miles long. Of course it
floated.it could not help it.and within an hour it
was near Vicksburg, "bows on," and threatening
to pass. It was the custom of both sides to expect
an attack in force at daylight, so the Confederate
sentries saw the demon in time. The batteries
were quiet until point blank range was reached by
the dummy. Then began a noise such as Vicksburg
never knew before or afterward. All of the Confederateguns opened at once, and a Western cyKlnnA.. nnvr,n<ii./wl « i t Vi f li a nilM>niuf

whioh lasted for a full half liour and consumed
$100,000 worth of ammunition. Shots went through
it, rated it, hulled it, but the floating humbug
could not sink. Finally the current brought
the craft directly in front of Vicksburg,
where in the sunlight of dawn the besiegersread in big letters jiainted on the
side of the craft, the injunction, painted in large
capital letters:

Y uel'ud ''1'eoTjle' 'cave' in.
' f

The warning was not acted upon, but in the
meantime the enemy in their fright had sunk one

gooa ironclad and run another on a mud Hat rar
up a creek. This little joko cost tho Confederacy
about $1,000,000. Tho time was not ripe for joking.inthe South.yet tho incident struck the
"funny spot" of many Confederate editors, and
some of the comments on the affair, which were republishedin the Hekald at that time, were .'luite
amusing to those who had no money at stake ou the
combat.

SOME NOTABI.E ACHIEVEMENTS.
The summer of 1862 was one of intense anxioty

to the friends of the Union. Farragut was
advancing toward Vicksliurg and the people,saddened by military reverses, looked
on tho navy for an arrest of misfortune.
It was then that Porter, appointed Acting
Rear Admiral, rendered a service of tho highest
national value, and added still further strength to
the popular confidence reposed in his loyalty and
professional attainments. In an incredibly short
space of time he created a fleet of 123 vessels.a
number tar exceeding that commanded by any 1
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other officer in the h'storv of naval warfare.out
of material afforded by the ordinary river steamboats.Of tho 1,300 officers only '25 were, of the
regular na«y, yet, under the rigii discipline and
inspiring example of their commander, they soon
became valuable assistants*.
Commander Porter was next ordered to the James

River, and while en route to Fortress Monroe rapturedotf Charleston the Anglo-rebel steamer Tubal
Cain. Bujmg October, 180'J, he tvas appointed commanderof the Upper Mississippi fleet with rank of
acting rear admiral, in Wiiich capacity ho took part
in the movement upon Vitiksburg during December,
Intty, ftud the reduction of thd fortified position at
ArkahsttS Post in January, l»;>3i Oil the 11th of that
inonth the rebel couimaiider of the fort surrendered
his sWoM to Admiral Porter, uhd tiie works wore
turned over to the military forces which had co-1

operated in the movement. He also assisted in tho
destruction of the rebel rain Arkansas.
When General Grant, during April, 1863, made his

famous movement upon Vicksburg, Admiral Porter
ably-co-operated M'ith him by running vessels past
the batteiies, engaging those at Grand Gulf, Kc.;
and wheti tho new base of supplies was opened by
way of tho i'azoo River in May he was found to be
ready to furnish them to the troops at a moment's
notice. For this promptitude he was highly praised
in the official reports. During tho whole siege of
Vicksburg he greatly distinguished himself by his
bravery and brilliant naval strategy, and earned not
only ms ruli rank or rear admiral hilt also me

praise and honor of his fellow countrymen. For
his conduct during this campaign he was

appointed by President Lincoln one of the six
rear admirals of the American navy, and the Senate
confirmed the appointment, with a commission
dated from July 4, 1SG3, the day of the surrender of
Yicksburg. He also received the thanks of Congressfor the gallantry and skill which he had displayedduring his operations in the Mississippi
River, and when he returned East his arrival was a

signal for a general ovation.
CAPTUBE OF FOBT FISHEB.

Admiral Porter, after participating in the Red
River expedition during the spring of 18C4, was assignedin October to the command of the North Atlanticblockading squadron. He then acted energeticallyin the suppression of the smuggling trade
along the Virginia coast, meanwhile organizing an
armada for a special expedition against AVilmington,
N. C.
Porter appeared at Fort Fisher December 24, 1864,

with thirty-five regular cruisers, five ironclads and

ADMIRAL

a refiervc of nineteen vessels, and began to bombardthe forts at the month of Capo Fear River. In
an hour and a quarter he had silenced the tire from
the forts and blown up two magazines. While the
fleet kept up a moderate fire General Benjamin F.
Butler, who commanded the land forces engaged in
the attack, conducted a reconnoissance, after which
he decided that the fort was substantially uninjured,
and he returned with his troops to Hrtmpton Koads.
Admiral Porter requested that the enterprise should
not be abandoned, and a military force of 8,500
men, under General Alfre 1 H. Terry, joined him off
Fort Fisher January 13, 1865. After desperate fighting,January 15, by the combined force of sailors,
marines and soldiers, the works were captured.
General Grant said of this assault that it was the

creditable work of -'the most formidable armada
ever collected for concentration upon one given
point." Admiral Porter received a vote of thanks
from Congress for this achievement. He was promotedto be vice admiral July '25, 1866, and served
as Superintendent of the Naval Academy till 1800,
when he was detailed for duty at the Navy Departmentin Washington, and on the 15th of August.
1870, he was appointed Admiral of the Navy, which
position he held until his death.

It remains to be said that Admiral Porter always
endeavored to promote esprit du corps in the navy
by every means In his power. Always dignined, as
became his rank, he neverthless was keenly appreciativeof brilliant work on the part of the junior
officers of his command, and many men now

prominent in the navy owe special promotion to
Porter's recommendations. All the prize money he
earned on the Mississippi River was distributed
among the common seamen of his fleet.a fleet
which he himself organized from material almost
beneath contempt and which, old regular naval
officer though he was, he realized depended upon
the intelligence and energy of a body of officers
and men not one in a hundred of whom were
members of the old navy.
Like his brother W. D. Porter, commander of the

Essex.named for their father's historic ship of
the same name.the Admiral was a man'of extraordinaryphysical strength and endurance. Apparentlyshort and slight ho had a magnificent reserveof bodily and mental force which never
failed him. His extemporization of a navy.a
fleet of more than a hundred armed and armored
vessels, from such Western steamboats as he could
find.has long been the wonder of European naval
commanders.
Admiral Porter was the author of a "Life of CommodorePorter," "Incidents and Anecdotes of the

Civil War," "History of the Navy in the War of the
Rebellion," and of two novels, "Allan Dare and
Robert le Diable" and "Harry Marline," the former
of which has been dramatized and was produced
iu this city in 1887. He also wroto many important
omciai documents ana witmn a snort time publishedsome very vigorous letters relative to the
Fort Fisher affair and the conduct of General Butler
in connection therewith.

I'KRSON'AL TRAITS.
Admiral Porter celebrated his seventy-sixth birthdayon June 8, 188'.). About a month previously ho

and liis wife celebrated their golden wedding at
his home in Washington. This home has been the
scene of brilliant gatherings. It was built by
Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, in 182C, when he

MORTAR SCHOONER ATTACKING,
was Secretary of the Treasury under President
Adams. Since then it has been owned and occu-
juru u? ouiiiiiur rtoamu, 01 ooum Carolina; Joel
B. Poensett, Secretary of War under President Van
Buren; Commodore Shubrick, General Phil Kearny,
of tlie Army; Captain Jeft'eraon Page, of the
navy; Sir Henry Lytton Bulwor and Lord Lyons,
British Ministers; Hamilton Fish and Assistant
Secrotary of the Treasury Hodge. Admiral Porter
Bougui n trom me laner ill l»(iy. The Admiral was
married to the daughter of Commodore Patterson
at tlie Washington Navy Yard, and at tneir golden
wedding they were surrounded by nearly all of
their children and grandchildren.
The Admiral always attracted much attention

during his periodical visits to this city, for he had
hosts of friends. Besides being a naval officer of
the highest rank he was a historian, an inventor,
an authority on projectiles, armament and explosives;tae designer of an ingenious and formidablesub-marine torpedo boat, and was something
of a politician. He also branched out into light
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literature and attracted to himself a clique ot lit-
erary men. jPersonally lie was a quiet, reserved gentlemau
of nearly seventy-eight, whose coal black hair
and beard had scarcely lost lustre through time.
He was of medium stature and slight build. Iiis
face was bronzed from exposure to the elements,
and his hands were large and knotty from early
contact with the tarry rigging and holystone, but
soft in texture.
He had bright eyes and a soft voice, which was

entirely destitute of the huskv. foeay character
popularly supposed to attach to men of his profession.He very much resembled au eminent millionnaireof this city, both iu appearance, action, voice
and carriage. Ho also had a pood grasp upon commercialand financial matters, and had more than
once been credited with making a good thing out
of ihe street. #
He bad not infrequently been mistaken for iho

eminent millionnaire, and on one or two occasions
wnen rigged out iu naval toggery enthusiastic
members of the American Steam Yacht Club, mistakinghim for the millionnaire, have thumped him
between the shoulders and congratulated him ou
his appearance in his now uniform.

SENATOR CHANDLER'S EULOGY.
NEWS OF THE DEATH IN CONGRESS.ADJOURNMENTOF THE S fnATE.
Washington, Feb. 13, 18'Jl..The President's messageannouncing the death of Admiral Porter hav.

ing been laid before the Senate, Mr. Chandler
said:.
"While the American people have been anxiously

looking each day and hour for information
(whether of death or life) from tho bedside of the
suddenly stricken General of the Army, their attentionhas been for the moment turned away
from the dying condition of the Admiral of tho
janvjr, wuu uaa ueeii iui muuvuo ufi/**

tLe bed of sicknpss and who has now peacefully
passed from earth.
"The career of Admiral David Dixon Porter has

baen romantic, patriotic and in the highest degreehonorable. In such a record as that of AdmiralPorter the survivors in his family may well
rejoice, while his countrymen may justly boast of
his high achievements. It would not bo appro-

PORTER.

priate for me to long detain the Senate in speaking
of the traits and the merits of the naval chieftain
who has this day left us.
"His distinguishing traits of character, I think,

were courage and persistency. Faults he had,
doubtless, but they did not abate in the least his
bravery or his energy. He was never a conservative,but always in favor of doing something.
Action, action, constant action was his motto, and
to this he owed the marvellous success of his life
and his elevation to be so deservedly the head of
the American navy.
"Patriotism was, with %im, a passion. Courage

and love of country were indeed nis birthright.
With such a father as Captain David Porter of the
famous Essex he could not be otherwise than an
intense, fighting American: and the deeds of these
two famous officers constitute a marvellous chapterin our naval annals. Their memories will always
hold a high nlace in the affection of a grateful
people, whose valor they illustrated and whose
government they loved, honored and perilled their
lives to preserve."
On motion of Mr. Hale, the Senate adjourned.

ADMIRAL BRAINED TRIBUTE.
THE COMMANDANT OF THE BROOKLYN NAVY

YARD SERVED WITH PORTER.
The death of Admiral Portor cast a pall of gloom

oyer the officers of the navy stationed at the BrooklynNavy Yard. The first notification of the sad
event was transmitted over the telephone by Mr.
Clinton Braine at half-past eleven o'clock to his
father, Bear Admiral X). L. Braine, the commandant
of this station.
The news soon spread throughout the yard and

expressions of regret were heard upon ali sides.
No official notification was received by the Admiral
from Washington until late iu the day, when the
flairs were half-masted.
Bear Admiral Braine, who had known the deceased

Admiral for the forty-four years of his service in
the navy, served under him in the North Atlantic
blockading squadron. Admiral Porter commanded
sixty-eight war vessels in 18(>4. He served with
him in different ships and knew his professional
and personal qualities doubtless as well as any man
living.
"Porter," he said, "was a man of extraordinary

ability, which he displayed when he was a young
lieutenant. He brought to bear remarkable judgmentand sagacity in the selection of men for importantpositions. Wnen I had corc.mand of the
Pequoit iu going up Cape Fear River, the other
leading boats were the Saco, Lieutenant Commander
J. J. Walker, now rear admiral, and the Huron,
Lieutonant Commander Selfridge, now captain.
"Admiral Porter was going, utterly regardless of

the shower of projectiles, from one ship to the
other -'I never saw such a d man as you. You'll
get killed yet,' X said to him, as he moved about with
that characteristic iuiitferenoe to great danger
which he possessed under fire. 'Oh.no; my time
has pot come yet,'he replied. 'I won't be hit unlessmy time has come.'

LOVED BY HIS OFFICERS.
"He was a man of marked consideration for all

his officers, and tho.v were all very tond of him.
He looked out for the promotion of the officers
who served under him to a degree such as has
never been evinced by any other officer of the
navy."
Kend "The Light of the Wo.Id." in the

HERALD to-morrow.

HUMAN BEINGS BOUGHT.

A CDRI0TJ3 TRADE W.TH A HIGH OBJECT IN

AFRICA.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD. 1
Chicago. 111.. Feb. 13. 1891. .Bishon Tavlor of t.h»

Methodist Church, a missionary in Africa, had
$8,000 in Kean's bank when the latter went down.
Bishop Taylor's son is here and wants the money,
a portion of which is to be devoted to the purchase
of young African girls from the native chiefs.
The only way to get the girls is by purchase, and
the price runs trom $30 each to three for $100.
When Bishop Taylor gets the girls he places them
by putting them into the mission schools. Bishop
Taylor had a fund for the purchase of girls, but it
being exhausted now the cash in £.ean's bank is
greatly desirej.
Mrs. Isaac Linebargor, wife of an evangelist, said

to-day she had "redeemed" several African children.Mr. Linebartrer said a vast sum was sub-
scribed for the purchase of girls, who were brought
under C'hristiau influences.

SERIOUS FALL OF A GOOD MAN.

Troy, N. V., Feb. 13, 1891..H. O. Wills, the evan.
gelist, while speaking last night at the iuechanicsvilleOpera House stepped on a board which had
been placed over the footlights. Tho end had not
been properly secured and Mr. "Wills was tnrown
from the stage to the floor, fracturing three ribs,
bruising his shoulder and straining his wrist. The
accident caused much excitement, several women
fainting.

LE SHEET.

SHERMAN Mil
CLINGS TO LIE

His Unconquerable "Will Is Holding
Him up in His Sturdy

Struo-ffle Afrainst the On-
(JO o

slaught of Disease.

THE ERYSIPELAS HAS GONE
BUT PNEUMONIA THREATENS.

Fears Are Entertained for the Early Morning
Honrs, as the Fatient Has Become

Perceptibly Weaker.

WILL HIS SON TOM COME TOO LATE?

n.; it-- n... <1.. r.,..n| TI«U III. n..m
During ilie 1JU y uic ucniiui nciu mi una uu

Well That Hope for Ilis Recovery Seemed
Well Founded, but the Long Strain

Has Been Very Exhausting.

11:30 P. M..Lieutenants Thackara and
Fitch have just left General Sherman's house to
rest at Dr. Greene's.
Lieutenant Thackara said at this hour GeneralSberroan was not sleeping. He was using

all his strength to breathe.
His glands were much swollen and his throat

was filling with mucus, which threatens trouble.
He was growing preceptibly weaker.
Drs. Green and Alexander are with him.
The erysipelas had left him.
The General is conscious and recognizes those

about him.
12 M.. Private Secretary Barrett has announcedthat General Sherman is sleeping

quietly.
The doctors looked for an easier night than

they at first expected. The General had taken
a little nourishment during the evening.
1 A. M..General Sherman's condition is unchanged.He is resting, and the house has been

closed lor the night.
General Sherman's grim struggle with disease

went bravoly on yesterday without the frightul
episodes of the day before bringing alarm and despairto those who gathered about the bedside of
the suffering soldier.
Death had not raided tho siege nor was the dangerat any time considered past, but hope was

strong, and the nows from the sick room was of a

hopeful tenor from daybreak to dark.
"Tom," said General -Sherman yesterday morn-

ing; "I want to see Tom."
That was the secret of his plucky, sturdy, indomitablegrip on life. The son he, called for was still

two thousand five hundred miles from home, but
the swift and powerful Majestic is nearer with
every turn of her twin screws, and by Wednesday,
if the sturdy old warrior's giant will remains unbroken,he may clasp the young priest in his arms.

THE NIGHT PASSED WELL.

Thursday night was a grateful relief to the worn

out family, for the General slept peacefully, and
those who had been up all the night before were

able to retire and get much needed rest. He was

awakened every hour and given nourishment,
which seemed to strengthen him considerably,
and about half-past six in the mornina he again
rose from his bed and sat for a few moments on a

chair while a nurse made his bed. At eleven
o'clock he again got out of bed, and his attendantshad considerable trouble In koeping him in
bed, especially as he was suffering somewhat from
his long time enemy.asthma.and was anxious to
assume au upright position.
At no time during the day was he delirious, and

though his mind was not at all active it was quite
clear and he understood all that was said to him.
He seemed to have but one consuming wish and
that was to see Torn. Several times he asked for
him and for "Cump," the younger son. There
were some things he wished to talk about, but
weakness would not permit him.
The house in West Seventy-first street lookod

peaceful enough at sunrise yesterday. AU signs of
the hurry and disorder which prevailed the day
before were absent.

ENCOIIBAGING NEWS.

At seven o'clock a smiling housemaid came to the
door and announced that the General had passei
a quiet and restful night. He had taken considerablenourishment and had slept well and was at
thac time asleep. The doctors were very much encouraged.
When the tin pail brigade came and asked its

questions the officer was able to give encouraging
news, and many a "Thank God!" was utterod as
the questioners turned away.
General Sherman's illness has attracted a great

deal of interest, and wherever bulletins have been
posted hundreds of people have stopped to learu
the latest tidings. So great has been the interest
throughout the country that the Western Union
Telegraph Company has found it necessary to send
bulletins of his condition to eighteen thousand
offices. One aid not realize what a popular hero
"Uncle Billy" was until his peril showed how universalwas the feeling about him.
The iirst official news of the day was brought out

at eight o'clock by Private Secretary Barrett, whose
f^ce wore a hopeful look. He was inclined not to
promise too much, but he showed that the hopes
entertained were shared in even by the conservativedoctors, who liad no intention of putting forth
any rainbow statements.

NO l-OSS MEANT A GAIN.
At nine o'clock the following bulletin, the first of

the day, was issued:.
0 A. M. .After consultation this morning tbe physiciansfind that General Sherman LaB lost nothiDg during

the night.. 0. T. ALEXANDER, M. D.
This was as far as the doctors would go officially,

but they admitted privately that no loss meant a

gain. The erysipelas had nearly all disappoarod
and the great peril now was from pneumonia,
which had not developed but still threatened. If
they could keep the patient from going backward
until one or two o'clock this morning, they said,
there would be substantial basis for hope. There
was slight oedema in one of the lungs, but the other
was entiroly free. He was still somewhat troubled
by the uccumulalien of mucus in one lung, but it
was not to the alarming_sixtent as on the day before.
At eleven o'clock Senator Sherman, who has been

optimistic from the start, sent the following telegram,which was given to the press in lieu of a bulletin:.

To the Ho.v. REDFIELr PROCTOR, SECRETARY OF WAR,
Washington, D. 0.
Telogram receivod. Gonoral Shormnn passed a good

night. Asthma, his old diseaso, his chief trouble. Ileart
and lungs performing their functions. We are much encouragedand hopo for recovery. Ho has every care
which love, sympathy and human skill can render, for
which wo all are profoundly grateful,

JOHN SHERMAN.
At twelve H. General Thomas Ewing appeared

and said that for the last fourteen hours the patient'scondition had been easy and that he had
been resting quietly.

THE CRISIS PASSED.
"We all think," said General Ewing, "that tho

supreme crisis has been passed."
The following bulletin was given out later:.
1:2U F. .M..After a consultation tlie physicians say

that there has been no change in General Shorman's conditionsince this morning. (1. T. ALEXANDER. M. D.
It was a very thankful family which gathered

about the breakfast table and exchanged hopeful
and smiling talk. The terrific strain had been
raised tor the time being at least, and all the membersof iho littlo circle strove to believe that the
victory was won. The marks of care and sleeplessnesswere on the faces of all, but smiles were there
also.
Tbero was considerable conversation about the

solemn ceremony of the day before, and not a

little indignation expressed at the ill timed enterpriseof a morning newspaper in writing a long
screed which purported to toil of a family quarrel
of some years standing over religious matters.

YOUNG MB. (-HERMAN'S ANGKB.
Young Mr. Sherman went around to the telegraphoffice 'where the press representatives were_

3
gathered and made^n unpleasant scene over thi'
publication. He threatened in a violent raanno
an innocent reporter, and said that ho should tak<
ocoasion to sue the editor of that paper for slander
It had attackfd General Sherman for years, li
said, and now descended to false and maliciotr
statements when he was perhaps on liis death bed
Ho said that the night before he had received

note from an employe of that paper demanding i
private interview and threatening if one was no
given that something very unpleasant would bi
published in tho morning. He paid no attention t;
the threat, which, ho intimated, partook of the na
ture of blackmail.

iiis true mat extreme unction was aamims
tered to my father yesterday," said P. T. Sherman
at a time when it was thought he was dying. I'

was done at the request of the family, who ar.
Catholics, and with the consent of my uncle, Sena
tor Sherman, who is not. My father is not a Cath
olic and never has been, and ho had neither askei
for nor consented to receive this sacrament. Then
was nothing out of tho way about the matter anc
no cause to make a newspaper commotion about it.'

HIS CATHOLICISM.
In view of the large amount of unnecessary fusi

that has been made about It I inquired yesterdaj
of General liwing. into whose family General Sher
man was adopted when a child,and found that he wai

regularly baptized when a child and attendod tilt
services of the Catholic Church together with tht
Ewing children up to the time that ho was fourteel
years of age.
This of course made him eligible to the sacra

ment of the extrome unction as well as to buria!
in consecrated ground beside his beloved wife.,
which is something the General cares very dearlj
for. Beyond this he has hold no pronounced religiousviews, but has been liberal and tolerant
toward all religions. That is the whole story, anj
there is no cause in it for scandal or accusation.
Father Byrnes said positively yesterday that h<

had not administered extreme unction, and that
moreover, he had not been in the same room with
the sick man. This was in strange contrast to th«
statement he inado tho day previous and to tho»«
mado yesterday by young Mr. Sherman, the Senator,and General liwing, all of whom declared thai
Father Byrnes administered the sacrament.

APPREHENSION.
This afternoon was void of news. The doctors

did not put out a bulletin for several hours, and
no news was looked upon as equivalent to good
news.
The early hours of morning are the ones looked

for with apprehension. It is then, when all nature
seems to be at an ebb, that danger is to be feared.
If those hours can be reached and passed in safety
and pneumonia kept at bay the doctors say that
they can then begin to talk of hope.
The chief danger from erysipelas they declared

to be past. The swelling was going down and tha
action of the muscles was growing more normal.
Gen oral Sherman was out of pain, and if his

strength could bo kept up there was a good prospectof recovery.
KIND INQUIRERS.

There were mr.ny callers at the house during the
afternoon, but no one save the members of the
family were permitted to see the sufferer.
Among the telegrams of sympathy or inquiry receivedwere ones from Governor Hill, ex-President

Cleveland and Governor Fitzhugh Lee, of Virginia.
Carl Schurz, Colonel Daniel S. Lamont, Colonol

Whitney, Joseph H.cChoate and General Floyd King
were among those who called, and all of them went
away under th» impression that the General was
on the mend.
General Horace Porter, who left tho house at

about six o'clock, said that General Sherman was
resting quietly and that there had been no change
in his condition during the afternoon.

THE GENERAL GBOWING WEAKER.
Evening brought an increase of fever, and with

it an increase of anxiety. It was felt that the
steady drain on tho resources of the aged man was
slowly undermining his vitality, and while
no alarming symptoms were developed all felt
that he was slowly growing weaker. The
elation which had marked the hours of sunshine
disappeared, and the family shut themselves away
from the newspaper men and were chary of information,Baying that they cared only to speak in
case of a marked change for better or for worse.
The doctors were non-committal and evasive.

They could give no good news; they would not advanceany further prognostications. The doughty
old sufferer had belied their prophecies too many
times.
At nine o'clock a servant girl was sent in a

hurry to the drus store. The General had a bad
turn, and it looked as if he was sinking.

AN ALARMING BULLETIN.
Doctors Alexander and Green were at tho bedside,and Dr. Janeway came at about half-past nino

o'clock. The consultation which followed was tho
longest which had been held, and the countenances
of the physicians showed that the situation was
extremely critical. At ten o'clock they issued a
bulletin which was truly ominous. It was as
follows:.
10 P. M..After consultation the doctors »ay there is

no change for the better. C. T. ALEXANDER, M. D.
FEARS FOB THE WORST.

I met Secretary Barrett nurrying with gloomy
face along the street and begged him to tell me tiie
true importof this bulletin.- Contrary to his usual
frank custom he said:.
"We must be very guarded in what we say. The

General is much the same as he has been all tho
day. No startling symptoms have appeared. The
doctors do not ilnd him any better."'
"Do theylind him worse?"
"Well, not materially. His symptoms are much

the same."
Mr. Colgate Hovt spoke more frankly. "The

General is undoubtedly growing weaker," he said,
"and this gives the family food for anxiety, for
even the most stubborn vitality must yield in time.
Vet there is no marked change in his condition.
He rests easily and is not troubled by mucus. It
is his extreme and growing weakness thai causes
tho chief anxiety.
Arrangements have been made by which the outgoingsteamships, if any of them meet the Majestic,will signal the latest news from the General's

bedside for tho benefit of his son, who is hastening
across the sea.

tribute from the loyat, legion.
Washington, D. C.. Feb. 13, 1891..The District of

Columbia Commandery of the Loyal Legion at
their annual banquet last evening. Senator Mandersonpresiding, sent the following telegram to

General Sherman:.
"The Commandory of the Distriot of Columbia,

met to honor the birthday of the President who,
in 18(54, on behalf of the nation, received the
Christmas gift of Savannah, sends to the General
from whose hands that gift came its sympathy, its
affection and its earnest prayer that his life may
long be spared to the surviving comrados of his
battles and his marches and to the country he
served with such conspicuous fidelity and such
signal success."

A G. A. B. POST WAITING TO TAKE GENEBAI/

SHERMAN'S NAME.

[by telegbaph to the herald.1
Monticello, 111., Feb. 13, 1891..So anxious was

the Grand Army of the Kepublic post at 131oomington.111., to adont General Sherman's name that a

prolonged session was held last night in order
that if the news should be received that ho had
died they might be the first to adopt his name and
telegraph their action to the Commander of tho
Illinois division.
A post can only adopt the name of a person who

has died.
Great interest is manifested everywhere in the

result of the General's struggle with death, and
news from Now York is eagerly sought for, that
the latest may be learned from General Sherman's
bedside.

lie rt "The higlit of the World" in th.®
HEUALD to-morrow.

SHIP RAILWAYS ADVOCATED.
Montreal, Feb. 13, 1891..The providing of an

artificial waterway that would enable vessels
weighing, with their cargoes, five thousand net
tons and having a draught of twenty feet, to
trade between Liverpool and the great lakos.
formed the subject of an exhaustive paper by E.
L. Corthell, a member of the Canadian Society of
Civil Engineers, read to-day before tho Canadian
Society of Civil Engineers.
The two principal ship railways he discussed

were one leading from Benton harbor, in Lake
Michigan, to Munroe, on Lake Erie, and a Huron
(Out.) ship railway running between Georgian Bay
and Lake Ontario.

BIG SUIT AGAINST THE CLAFLINS.
Cleveland. Ohio, Feb. 13, 1391..E. M. McGillin

sued the H. B. Claflin Company of New York to-day
for $364,000. Mr. McGillin says he disposed of his
two large stores in this city several years ago to
the Clatlins with the understanding that they were

to engage with him in tho cattle business, they
assuring him ho would make $1,000,000 the first
year. Two ranches which be owned were put into
the cattle trust, whereupon the Jlailins, he alleges,
declined to carry out their agreement.

KOCH'S LYMPH DIDN'T KILL HIM.
Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 13, 1891..Coroner Langs'

dale concluded his post-mortem yesterday morningover the body of J. B. Ells, the consumptive
wno aiea alter Deing inoculated at the City Hospitalwith Koch's lympli. The Coroner turned
over to tlio Health Department a certificate of
death giving as the cause consumption. No traces
were found of any injurious eflect from the use o 1
the lymph.

KOCH'S LYMPH KILLED HEIl.

Milwaukee, Wis.. Feb. 13, 1891..Mrs. Hedwin
Wendland, wife of an Illinois physician, is the firs'
victim of treatmont with Koch's lymph in Milwaukee.She died a. I'assavant Hospital a few
days since, but the matter has been kept quiet b»
the physicians.

Heart "The Light of the World" ill thv,
.HERALD to-morrow, . <>
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